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GOLDEN LOOKOUT. The North 
Vista Point (Marin County side), 
with its view of fog-wrapped San 
Francisco city in the distance, 
provides the perfect stopover 
for photographers and tourists. 
Photo by Blanche Rivera-Fernandez
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Simeon S. Ventura, Jr.
Editor-in-chief
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For comments and suggestions, you can email me at jventura@eastgatepublishing.com.

and Santa Monica mountains, and the sweeping coastlines of Malibu. It also passes through some of the most expensive, 
residential real estate in AmericaÐplaces like Monterrey Valley and Carmel where the rich and famous maintain a low pro®le 
and live in more modest, rustic mansions. !e places and people here aren't snooty at all; they are bohemian, and it re¯ects 
in the way they carry themselves, in the quaintness of their towns and attractions, and the ®ne arts and crafts that make 
ideal souvenirs.

 Highway 1 is a drive that brings you very 
close to nature. Our writer Melissa narrates 
that when she paddled on a kayak toward a 
sandpit in Morro Bay, ªa ¯ock of Sand Pipers ¯ew 
overhead while Harbor Seals bobbed their heads 
just a few meters away.º !is is perhaps one of 
the many compelling reasons Melissa keeps 
coming back to Highway 1.

Readers send us everyday their humorous 
photos for our regular feature, ªFunny Signages.º 
Building on its success, we have decided to have 
a monthly photo essay with a distinct theme for 
which readers can again send their photo entries. 
For this issue, we start with a selection of images 
that depict ªanticipation.º We hope you enjoy 
the photos, and we encourage you to send us 
some of your own so you can get a chance to be 
published. !e list of photo essay themes for our 
future issues is on page 56. Just keep on being 
curious, your eyes open and your camera ready.

I

(TOP) The Avenue of the Giants on Highway 101 merges with California's 
Higway 1 in some areas. Photo by Justin Kern; An entry in this month's photo essay 
shows kids anticipating the waves. Photo by Amos Chapple 

EDITOR'S NOTE

f you happen to be in the American West Coast and can spare a few days, 
you should try to experience a drive from San Francisco to Los Angeles that 
has been rated as one of the best in the world by, among others, the National 
Geographic, Travel and Leisure, Lonely Planet and London's Sunday Times. It 
is also the subject of our main feature, ªRomancing the Paci®c Coast,º written by 
Melissa Josue, a Filipino-American based in San Francisco who still loves traveling 
this scenic route even though she has done it many times with her family. 

O"cially labeled as the ªPaci®c Coast Highwayº but a#ectionately called 
ªHighway 1º by Californians, this lengthy 480-mile drive brings you to some of 
the most beautiful and dramatic landscapes of America like the Santa Lucia 

One of the Best Drives
in the World

(TOP) The Av f the Giants  Highw 101 ith Calif ia'ia'

6 M A B U H A Y   Ju ly  2011



MMEELLIISSSSAA JJOOSSUUEE  EEMMBBAARRKKSS ONN  AA JJOOUURRNNEEYY TTHHRROOUU
CCAALLIFORRNNIIAA''SS HHIGGHHWWAAYY  11  TO SSOOAAKK IINN TTHHEE SSCCEENNEERR

TTHAT HHAASS  LLOONNGG IINNSSPPIIRREEDD BOOHHEEMMIIAANNSS, BBOOOOK 
AAUUTTHHORRSS AANNDD TTHHOOSSEE WWHHOO  SSIMPLYY NNEEEEDD AA  BBRR

���� M A B U H A Y
� � � � � � � �

hen my family and I would pull away from San Francisco on 
summer road trips, we'd hit the road in search of scenes that 
would shake us from our daily routine. Perhaps that's why the 
California coast, with its skyward Redwoods and dramatic seaside 
cli#s, was for many in the `60s and `70s the road to bohemia and 

liberation. !e California Paci®c Coast Highway (known as Highway 1) 
inspired a sense of freedom and wonder that only the open road can bring.

(124 km from San Francisco)
I had known Santa Cruz for the amusement park rides at 
the Beach Boardwalk as a child, but after an evening at the 
Pelican Point Inn, I ventured out to ®nd that there was more 
to appreciate, like ®nding the blue Club Ed trailer on Cowell 
Beach for walk-up sur®ng lessons, enjoying fennel ice cream 
at !e Penny Ice Creamery after breakfast at the Walnut 
Avenue Caf$ or sharing tapas at Soif Restaurant and Wine 
Bar. On the day we went out, Club Ed wasn't there so we were 
content to enjoy cold drinks and share stories on the wharf 
while admiring the Chardonnay II set o# on a sunset sail 
beyond the Mark Abbott Memorial Lighthouse.

Also check out:
   Chaminade Resort and Spa, 1 Chaminade Lane, 

www.chaminade.com, rates from US%151/night
   Silver Mountain Vineyards , 402 Ingalls St., State 29, 

www.silvermtn.com
   Monterey Bay Aquarium , 886 Cannery Row, Monterey, 

www.montereybayaquarium.org
   Point Lobos State Reserve, Highway 1, Carmel, 

www.pointlobos.org

OK 
BBRREEAAKK.
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RRYYYY 



� � � � � � � �

M A B U H A Y  � �

(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT) 
The seemingly endless road on 

Highway 1. Image courtesy of Stock.Xchng; View 
from the Pigeon Point Lighthouse. Photo 
by Blanche Rivera-Fernandez; The Paci!c Coast. 

Photo by Blanche Rivera-Fernandez; The Santa 
Cruz Boardwalk, one of the oldest 

theme parks in the U.S. Photo by Melissa 
Josue; McWay Falls at the Julia Pfei"er 

Burns State Park in Big Sur. Photo by 
Melissa Josue; Santa Barbara's high-end 

boutiques. Photo by Melissa Josue



(240 km from San Francisco)
Unusually heavy rains in March buried parts of Highway 1 (by Big 
Sur) in fallen rock so my only detour into Big Sur was on a narrow, 
one-lane road that twisted around steep cli#s through the Santa 
Lucia Mountains. When I ®nally made it to the Glen Oaks Big 
Sur Motel, I took a nice, long soak in my cabin and took my time 
at breakfast the next day, enjoying quiche at the Big Sur Bakery. I 
imagined what it would be like to live here, stranded by torrential 
rain but rewarded with a view of mountainsides blooming with 
wild¯owers in the spring or waterfalls cascading from beachside 
cli#s into secluded blue coves, like the McWay Falls in Julia 
Pfei#er Burns State Park. What made Big Sur so memorable to me 
years agoÐand it still amazes me nowÐis the view from Nepenthe 
restaurant. While enjoying an Ambrosia burger at lunch, I sat on 
the deck at Nepenthe and marveled at the majestic cli#s from 808 
feet above the crashing surf. It is a panorama that inspires such 
inner calm, author Henry Miller made Big Sur his creative retreat.

Also check out:
   Post Ranch Inn, 47900 Highway 1, www.postranchinn.com, 

rates from %595/night
   Treebones Resort, 71895 Highway 1, www.treebonesresort.

com, rates from %65 for campsite and %169 for yurts
   Esalen Institute, 55000 Highway 1, www.esalen.org (natural 

hot springs)
   Point Sur Lighthouse Station, Highway 1, 19 miles south of 

Rio Road in Carmel, www.pointsur.org

(387 km from San Francisco)
I was mad at myself for getting on the road so late on my way 
to Morro Bay, but my mood softened at the sight of green 
meadows dotted with an ancient rock and a moon that was so 
big it appeared to rest atop the hills. After a night at the Pleasant 
Inn, I had a hearty breakfast of eggs and Andouille sausage (and 
the ªsexy co#eeº made with chocolate mousse) at Frankie and 

Lola's Front Street Caf$, and took a half-day kayak tour on the 
estuary with Central Coast Outdoors. I loved getting on the 
water because we got so close to wildlife we wouldn't normally 
see. As we paddled toward the sandpit, a ¯ock of Sand Pipers 
¯ew overhead while Harbor Seals bobbed their heads just a few 
meters away. I even saw a bat ray glide beneath my kayak, which 
I was told was a rare occurrence. !at day, Morro Rock was 
shrouded by fog and only the very top of the 576-foot volcanic 
plug could be seen. It was there where the ®rst Filipinos came 
ashore (in what is today the United States) as mariners on 
Spanish galleons crossing the Paci®c over 400 years ago.

Also check out:
   Anderson Inn , 897 Embarcadero, 

www.andersoninnmorrobay.com, rates from %229/night
   Beach Bungalow Inn and Suites, 1050 Morro Avenue, 

www.morrobaybeachbungalow.com, rates from %126/night
   Giovannis Fish Market, 1001 Front Street, 

www.giovannis®shmarket.com
   Elephant Seal Rookery at Piedras Blancas, Highway 1, 

south of Piedras Blancas Lighthouse, www.elephantseal.org

(587 km from San Francisco)
Strolling among the well-heeled Santa Barbara shoppers on 
State Street, I felt compelled to buy a hat and out®t my travel 
clothes with a bit more panache. !is is, after all, the American 
Riviera. I explored the Urban Wine Trail and loved cooling o# in 
the airy warehouse of the Carr Vineyards' tasting room and later 
listening to the live band at Oreana Winery's converted garage. 
After a restful night at the Orchid Inn at Santa Barbara and 
dinner at Olio e Limone (where my mind still revisits the ®rst 
bite of eggplant and goat cheese sou&$), I went on a self-guided 
Red Tile Walking Tour through the historic downtown, starting 
at the Santa Barbara County Courthouse. !e best views came 
from the bell tower of the Santa Barbara County Courthouse 
where I saw the Santa Ynez Mountains bordering a city of red-
tile roofs, white adobe and palm trees.

Highway 1 Road 
Map. Illustration by 
Audrey Ang
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Also check out:
   San Ysidro Ranch, 900 San Ysidro 

Lane, www.sanysidroranch.com, Rates 
from %495/night

   Montecito Inn , 1295 Coast Village 
Road, www.montecitoinn.com, rates from 
%129/night

   Metropulos , 216 East Yanonali Street, 
www.metro®nefoods.com

  Red Tile Walking Tour,  1100 Anacapa 
Street, www.santabarbaraca.com/
podcasts

   Old Mission Santa Barbara, 2201 
Laguna St., www.santabarbaramission.org

(691 km from San Francisco)
I drove down Malibu Canyon Road 
through the Santa Monica mountains, 
its rocky slopes dotted with desert 
brush and the Paci®c Ocean sparkling 
in the distance. When I reached the 
Paci®c Coast Highway (PCH), I parked 
at the Surf Rider beach to catch the last 
tour of the day at the Adamson House, 
a small museum o#ering relics from 
the Chumash Native Americans to 
the early west coast pioneers. Walking 
silently among the halls of the house, 
I wondered what it was like to live in 
a house where nearly every wall was 
adorned with handmade tiles from the 
Malibu Potteries, a business long closed. 
For lunch, I tried the reopened Malibu 
Inn across the street from the Malibu 
Pier. I sat by the window at a table facing 

  BEFORE YOU GO  

    Visit the California Department of 
Transportation website (www. dot.ca.gov) for 
highway road conditions and detours.

    GPS (global positioning systems) are 
great for directions, but maps can show more 
than a screen can display and never run out 
of juice.

    Check California State Parks Map (www.
parks.ca.gov), Thomas Guide California 
Road Atlas (24th Edition), www.store.
randmcnally.com

    Plan to spend about five or six days 
touring the coast. You can fly into San 
Francisco, drive down Highway 1 and 
depart in Los Angeles or vice versa.

    Major US rental car companies such as 
Avis and Hertz offer one-way rentals you 
can book online. Rates depend on the 
type of car. Those looking to economize 
can try a hybrid vehicle like the Toyota 
Prius, which offers 50-100 miles/gallon 
of gas. Driving in style? Go for a Ford 
Mustang convertible.

    Companies charge a $200-$300 fee for 
dropping off the car at a place different 
from its pick-up location.

PAL ¯ies between Manila 
and San Francisco daily. 

Swingaround tour packages are 
available. For more information, call 
PAL reservations o•ce (+632) 855 8888 
or visit www.philippineairlines.com.

the PCH, watching motorists yield to 
the occasional barefoot and bikini-clad 
surfer crossing the highway. I savored the 
watermelon gazpacho and iced tea, the 
fruit crisp and refreshing in my mouth, 
like the taste of a perpetual summer.

Also check out:
   Malibu Beach Inn , 22878 Paci®c 

Coast Highway, Malibu, www.
malibubeachinn.com, rates from $325/
night

   Casa Malibu Inn on Beach, 22752 
Paci®c Coast Highway, rates from $159/
night

   !e Malibu Motel , 22541 Paci®c 
Coast Highway, Malibu, www.
themalibumotel.com, rates from $125/
night

   Marmalade Caf" , 3894 S. Cross Creek 
Road, Malibu, www.marmaladecafe.com

   Malibu Horses Inc. , 
www.malibuhorsesinc.com

   Zuma Beach, 30050 Paci®c Coast 
Highway

 Road trips like the Paci®c Coast 
Highway beckon the adventurer in all of 
us. Even as a child peering through the 
car window, I still understood, even if I 
couldn't articulate the tickle of curiosity 
about what lies beyond the next turn, the 
thrill of steering your own journey and 
answering the call of the open road. 

(CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT) Sunlight showers in Malibu; A kayak tour in Morro 
Bay with Central Coast Outdoors. Photo by Melissa Josue; A room at Glen Oaks Big 
Sur Motel. Photo by Melissa Josue

BEFORE YOU Y  GO
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