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�@emember the golden age of air travel, 
when you could blow kisses to your loved 
ones from the Jetway or greet them with 

hugs once they stepped o" the plane? !ose 
days seem far removed from today's long se-
curity lines, added fees, scaled-back service, 
and o"-limit areas for non-passengers. #n-
fortunately, those travel restrictions are here 
to stay. But a new generation of airport travel 
has ®nally arrived. It promises to be greener, 
healthier, and less stressful$and San Fran-
cisco International Airport (SFO) is leading 
the way. 

After four years and a %3&3 million renova-
tion, SFO's new Terminal * (T*) opened this 
year as the nation's ®rst airport terminal to 
achieve LEED Gold certi®cation, the national-
ly accepted benchmark for high-performance 
green buildings. Because T* is LEED certi-
®ed, travelers and workers can trust that the 
new terminal minimizes impact on the envi-
ronment and on the health of its occupants 
through sustainable operations, water and en-
ergy e+ciency, eco-friendly materials, and an 
improved indoor environment. Not only is it 
greener, the new T* aims to take the edge o" 
hectic air travel. !e travel restrictions imple-
mented after 9/11 have made for lengthier and 
more stressful security checkpoints, among 
other changes, but as the ®rst major airport 
construction since then, T* aims to create ªa 
new skylifeº by addressing the needs of to-

day's travelers and ultimately by making 0ying 
more enjoyable. What's so green about T*? 
!e new terminal, which houses gates for 2ir-
gin America and American Airlines, features 
energy-e+cient lighting, ®ltered ventilation 
for better air 4uality, terrazzo 0oors made with 
recycled glass chips, carpets with recycled 
content, and toilets that use reclaimed water. 
2endors who sell bottled water are re4uired 
to use compostable packaging. T* goes even 
further, with preferential parking spaces for 
hybrid and electric cars, paperless ticketing, 
hydration stations with clean tap water to re-
®ll water bottles, and restaurants o"ering local 
and organic produce.

Can you really make an airport more 5en? 
T* certainly tries. When entering, passengers 
are greeted with large woven sculptures sus-
pended from interior skylights that brighten 
the post-security area with warm colors and 
daylight. Here, you won't ®nd steel benches 
or tables on which to re-collect your carryon 
items. !e new ªrecomposure areaº is 4uiet, 
spacious, and unhurried, with comfortable 
benches, plants, and water features inspired 
by 5en gardens to help travelers regroup in a 
peaceful setting before continuing to the gour-
met marketplace.

!e next best thing after getting your shoes 
back is eating. You don't need to join a red car-
pet club to enjoy gourmet fare at an airport 
anymore. Passengers can decompress with a 
tasting at wine bar 2ino 2olo, refresh with a 
foot massage at 6presSpa, and choose from a 
dozen restaurants, like Napa Farms Market, of-
fering cuisine from locally grown sources. For 
more upscale fare, travelers can enjoy views 

of the Bay Area hills 
while sampling inno-
vative tapas and cock-
tails from the Cat Cora 
lounge, savor garden-
fresh sandwiches and 
sustainable seafood at 
the Lark Creek Grill, or 
refuel with an almost 

entirely organic menu of juices and plant-
based meals at !e Plant Caf7 Organic.

Colorful and interactive art abounds at SFO, 
the only airport in the #.S. that's an accredit-
ed museum, and T* is no exception. It begins 
with a shimmering fa8ade designed by Norie 
Sato, who illustrates the experience of being 
over or under the clouds with 1*: laminated 
glass panels that shift from clear to abstract 
depending on the viewer's point of view. As 
travelers venture from the post-security area 
to the gourmet marketplace, they can admire 
ªa century of silver and metalworkº from the 
Margo Grant Walsh collection, which features 
over 1:: examples of metalwork from around 
the world.

Other art installations function as dedicated 
play areas for children to burn o" energy, like 
the bird-themed wooden xylophones and me-
chanical butter0y wall designed by artists from 
the Exploratorium. While waiting to board, 
travelers can take a self-guided tour featuring 
interviews with artists and behind-the-scenes 
information by dialing a local number shown 
next to the art pieces. Travelers can also access 
free Wi-Fi and charge their mobile phones and 
computers at laptop stations or relax in club-
like seating in the dining and waiting areas that 
allow views of every gate.

If you're lucky enough to have a departing 
or connecting 0ight in Terminal *, check out 
why SFO travelers are getting to the airport 
early. 
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